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A
s the nation’s principal conservation agency, the D

epartm
ent of

the Interior has the responsibility

for m
ost of

our nationally
ow

ned public lands and natural resources.  T
his includes fostering sound

use of
our land and w

ater resources; protecting our fish, w
ildlife and biological diversity; preserving

the environm
ental and cultural values ofour national parks and historic places; and providing for the

enjoym
ent of

life through outdoor recreation. T
he departm

ent assesses our energy
and m

ineral

resources and w
orks to ensure that their developm

ent is in the best interests of
all our people by

encouraging stew
ardship and citizen participation in their care. T

he departm
ent also has m

ajor

responsibility
for A

m
erican Indian reservation com

m
unities and for people w

ho live in island 

territories under U
.S. adm

inistration.


